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of the state; In others, the full Independence of the church
In relation to the See of Constantinople follows after a
longer or a shorter interval. Thus the supremacy of the
Holy Synod of Belgrade over the Servian church followed
almost Immediately on the recognition of the Independence
of the kingdom at the Congress of Berlin. On the other
hand, though Greece achieved Independence in 1833, the
independence of the Church of Greece was not recognized
by the Patriarch of Constantinople till 1850. In the fol-
lowing list, the fifteen self-governing branches of the Ortho-
dox Church are placed in order of acknowledged rank/

(1)  The Ecumenical Church, which has for its chief the
Patriarch of Constantinople.    (381 A. D.)    The extent of
his jurisdiction, past and present, is referred to later,

(2)  The Patriarchate of Alexandria.    (About 67 A. D.)

(3)  The Patriarchate of Antioch.    (53 A. D.)

(4)  The Patriarchate of Jerusalem.    (451 A. D.)

(5)  The Church of Russia.    This body, consisting of
some ninety million communicants, is now directed by the
Most Holy Governing Synod, which sits at Saint Peters-
burg.    The independence of this church dates from 1589,
with the universal recognition of the patriarchate, which,
however, lasted only until 1700, when Peter the Great re-
placed It by the synod.    The organization of this body re-
mains  unchanged,   with  a  membership  of  bishops  and
priests appointed, by the czar, under the presidency of the
Metropolitan of Saint Petersburg.    The function of the
high procurator, a layman, who sits with the body, is to
secure a conformity between the ecclesiastical decisions and
the laws of the empire.

(6)  The Metropolitan Church of Cyprus.    (431 A. D.)
This church still stoutly asserts its independence, estab-
lished at the Council of Ephesus.    In 1900, when It was
impossible for the synod to agree on the election of a metro-
politan archbishop, the offer of the Patriarch of Constanti-
nople to nominate the candidate was refused as militating
against autocephalous rights.2

1 See the work of de Jehay, op. tit., p. 82.

2 See de Jehay, op. cit.t p, 142.